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Footnotes: 
The term “regulated pollutant” would not include methane or ethane.  Regulated pollutants include 
NOx, CO, SOx, VOCs, Particulate Matter, and Lead 
If the 50 TPY threshold is exceeded an annual summary report would be required by March 1 of each 
year. 
The WDEQ will accept the WOGCC forms (Form 3 – Well Completing or Recompletion Report and 

Vent or 
flare 
episode

Can the episode be classified as 
insignificant?  (less than 5TPY 
of a “regulated” pollutant1 from 
a single episode and/or less than 
50 TPY of a “regulated” 

Can the episode be classified as 
one of the following? 
�� Emergency or upset 

condition 
�� Well purging and evaluation 

tests 
d i

No reporting of the
event is necessary
provided it does not last
for a period exceeding
15 days. 

Apply for a retroactive 
or prospective venting 
or flaring authorization 
from the WOGCC4. 

Verbal notification to 
the WDEQ is required 
within 24 hrs. of the 

beginning of the 
episode (Flaring Only)

A written follow-up 
report to the WDEQ is 
required  “as soon as 
possible” after the 
flaring or venting has 

3

If flaring or venting 
lasts for more than 15 
days, then prior to the 
16th day

NO

NO

YES 

YES 

AUTHORIZATION FOR THE VENTING OR FLARING OF GAS
 

Note:  The Wyoming Oil and Gas Commission (WOGCC) and the Wyoming Department of Environmental 
Quality (WDEQ) are the two agencies that regulate venting and flaring from oil and gas operations in 

Wyoming
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Log, and Form 4 – Sundry Notices and reports of Wells) 
Application is a letter sent to the WOGCC requesting authorization to vent or flare with the details 
listed in Chapter 3, Section 40 ( c ) i vii. 
 
Narrative 
 
Venting or flaring at oil and gas facilities is regulated by two agencies.  The Wyoming Department of 
Environmental Quality (WDEQ) and the Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 
(WOGCC).  Each agency regulates these activities with a slightly different objective.  The WDEQ is 
concerned about the emission of regulated pollutants and the WOGCC is concerned about royalties 
of the vented gas.  Both parties are concerned about safety of the public with regard to the venting of 
H2S gas. 
 
In general venting CBM gas from a well head does not release any regulated pollutants.  Constituents 
of CBM gas usually include methane (CH4), carbon dioxide (CO2), and nitrogen.  Therefore, in 
general, no notification is required for the WDEQ for venting CBM gas from a well head. 
 
Flaring operation (combustion of the gas) does release regulated pollutants.  The WDEQ’s policy is 
to require verbal notification within 24 hours of the beginning of the episode (see attached memo 
dated December 7, 1999 for contact information).  Notification is only required if the flare event 
emits more than 5 tons per year (TPY) of a regulated pollutant in a single event or 50 TPY annually. 
  
 
Using emissions factors published by the EPA in AP-42 Chapter 13, more than 82,000 standard 
cubic feet of gas (900 btu/scf) would have to be consumed in a single event or more than 820,000 
standard cubic feet of gas would have to be consumed over an entire year for the notification 
thresholds to be met. 
 
The WOGCC requires a retroactive notice of venting or flaring operations that persist for a period 
exceeding 15 days.  This notice requests an authorization to continue flaring or venting. 
 
Chapter 3 Section 40. Authorization for Flaring and Venting of Gas (WOGCC Rules) 
 
(a) Venting or flaring under the following circumstances has not and does not constitute waste and is 
authorized by the Commission: 
 
(i) Emergencies or upset conditions: During temporary emergency situations, such as compressor or 
other equipment failures, relief of abnormal system pressures, or other conditions which result in the 
unavoidable short-term venting or flaring of gas at a lease, gas plant or other facility; 
 
(ii) Well purging and evaluation tests: During the unloading or cleaning up of a well during routine 
purging or drillstem, producing, or evaluation tests; 
 
(iii) Production tests: During initial or recompletion evaluation tests not exceeding a period of fifteen 
(15) days, unless a longer test period is authorized by the Supervisor. 
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(b) Low rate casing head gas. Unless it is determined by the Supervisor or the Commission that 
waste is occurring, up to 60 MCF of gas per day is authorized to be vented or flared from individual 
oil wells. Venting or flaring is authorized either at the well or at a lease facility which serves several 
wells. 
 
(c) Unless flaring or venting is authorized under paragraph (a) or (b) of this section, an owner must 
apply for retroactive or prospective venting or flaring authorization under (c) or (d) of this section. 
Authorization may be granted upon review of an application, provided that the venting or flaring 
does not constitute waste. An application to vent or flare shall contain the following items as a 
minimum: 
 
(i) a statement of reason for venting or flaring; 
 
(ii) the estimated duration of venting or flaring; 
 
(iii) the estimated daily volume of gas in thousands of standard cubic feet per day (MCFD); 
 
(iv) the estimated daily volume and type of associated produced fluids, gas or plant products in 
barrels, MCF's, gallons or tons per day, as applicable; 
 
(v) a compositional analysis of the gas if hydrogen sulfide is present or if the gas stream has a low 
BTU content; 
 
(vi) a legal description of the well(s), plant or facility and distance to the nearest potential sales point 
or pipeline(s); and 
 
(vii) a discussion of applicable safety factors and plans such as use of a constant flare igniter, facility 
pressure release, or emergency protection practices. 
 
(d) The Supervisor may grant temporary authorization of verbal requests, including plant start-
up/shut down. Follow-up documentation of the request may be requested of the applicant containing, 
at a minimum, the items set forth in subsection (c) above within fifteen (15) days of the initial 
request. 
 
(e) All operations shall be conducted in a safe and workmanlike manner. If the gas is sour and 
venting would present a safety hazard, a constant flare igniter system may be required. 
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Due to safety concerns, the rules are more stringent if gas containing H2S is vented or flared.  In 
these cases it is best to consult the regulations or the agencies to ensure compliance.




